
 



 



 



 



  



ACT Sirius 1 User Group (UK) 
 

Tools Needed... 

 

A copy of the ‘Issue’ MS-DOS 2.11 floppy disk version, A copy of ‘Issue’ MS-DOS 2.11 hard disk version. 

This latter disk contains the ‘Formatting’ programme and the ‘Autoset’  programme.  

It is possible to use the Victor 2.11 floppy disks but the process may differ. 

It is assumed that the drive is already installed in the system box and the Sirius / Victor 9000 is ready to boot up. 

 

Formatting... 

 

Before you can use the hard drive you will need to initialise and format it to the Victor HD system to hold the 

computer data. First boot up the machine using the ‘Issue’ floppy disk version of the operating system. This 

must be done as the Sirius will lock up if you use the hard disk version before initialising and formatting a hard 

drive. When the Sirius has booted up remove the floppy version of the operating system from drive B: and insert 

the hard drive version of the operating system. 

 

At the B: prompt type' FACTORYF' and press 'return' 

 

The "HARD DISK CONFIGURATION OPTIONS" dialog appears. 

            

            

            

            

            

             

If you only have one hard drive then press SPACE to continue: 

 

The "FACTORYF -- VERSION 4.4" dialog box appears. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These options refer to the interface on the hard drive and not to a specific model number  i.e. ST-225. The 

 ST-225 has a Seagate 412 interface. 

Do not press any of the" f" keys as indicated but instead press" Shift F4 " as this will allow you to input data 

about your drive. 

HARD DISK CONFIGURATION OPTIONS 

 

CONTROLLER = 0 

 

If this is correct press SPACE, else press any other key 

FACTORYF– VERSION 4.4 

 

MAR 1985 

 

                                                           f1 - - Tandon 502  

                                                  f2 - - Tandon 603 

      f3 - - Tandon 703 

         f4 - -  

      f5 - - Seagate 412 

      f6 - - 

      f7 - - MiniScribe III 

 

Chose option =>? 

 



Questions are presented on the screen that require some input from you. Below I have listed them all but they 

will appear one at a time. You input data and press ' return ' after each one. Do not worry if you make a mistake 

as you are given the option to check your input and if necessary start this sequence over again. In this example I 

have used the data input for a Seagate ST-225 -- 20 meg. drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When all is completed the screen then shows your input to the questions. If they are all correct then press the 

 'SPACE' bar. If not then press any other key to repeat the process again. 

You are now requested to input a serial number for the drive. This can  be any number you like up to eight digits 

in length or the actual drive serial number as on the drive side or just the model number i.e. 225. When done 

press ‘return’ 

You are asked to confirm the number and press' SPACE ' if correct. 

You are then asked to enter number of bad tracks. Any bad tracks should already be marked as bad by the on 

board BIOS. It is safer to enter a number  ' 0 ' and press return’ 

You are then asked to confirm this and press ' SPACE ' if  correct.  

You should now see a screen as detailed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Input the number of cylinders (default = 306) »? 615 

Input the number of heads (default = 4) »? 4 

Input the seek control byte (default = 7) »?  7 

Input the 1 st reduced write cylinder (default = 128 ) »? 616 

Input the 1 st write precompensation cylinder (default ) »? 300 

Input the ECC burst length (default = 11) »? 11 

Input the Interleave factor (default = 5 ) »? 4 

If this is correct press SPACE otherwise hit any other key ? 

Enter the Drive Serial Number Please ? 

 

225 

 

The serial number  read was 225 

 

If this is correct press space otherwise press anything else 

 

Enter the number of bad tracks from the shipping slip ? 

 

0 

 

No bad tracks 

 

If this is correct press space otherwise press any other  key 

 

 

WARNING -- ALL DATA ON THE DISK WILL BE DESTROYED -- WARNING 

 

To proceed press  ‘SPACE’ 

 

To STOP press ANY OTHER KEY? 



To proceed with the format  press the  ‘SPACE' bar. Do not stop the formatting  process as this will render the 

hard drive useless until it is re-formatted. You may not hear any noises emanating from the hard drive. The 

format will take about 41/2 to 5 minutes (ST-225)  When the format is complete you are asked again about 

forcing tracks into the bad list. Enter an ' N ' for this. 

The computer then adds a bad track for in service diagnostics. This completes the formatting process. 

If you experience a problem  see the Fault Finder I section at the end of this article 

 

You are returned to the B: prompt. 

 

Initialising…  

 

If the formatting  stage went well you are now at the stage where the drive needs to be 

initialised ready for use. Initialising sets up the necessary partitions and writes the FAT (file allocation table)and 

directories on the disk that DOS needs to keep track of the contents of the drive. 

At the B: prompt type ’AUTOSET’ and press ‘return’ This will load the Autoset programme that will carry out 

this function. 

Displayed on the screen is one of a selection of various partitions you can set up on your hard drive. To scroll 

through these press any key. When you have decide how you want to set up your hard drive. Do not select an 

external drive if yours is internal drive as you will have problems with drive names. 

To select your choice first press the ' ALT & C ' keys together. A list of the possible options are displayed. Type 

in the setting that you want 

 If you have formatted a Seagate ST225 to its full 20 megabyte capacity type ' 110’  and press ‘return’ The drive 

should initialise. If a message appears informing you that that file could not be opened hit any key and start 

‘Autoset’ again and use a different selection.. 

If initialisation was successful you are then prompted to insert HD system floppy into B: and press any key to 

reboot your system. The system will boot from the B: drive. 

 

If you experience a problems see the Fault Finder 2 section at the end of this article 

 

Finally... 

 

All that remains is to transfer that system files to the hard drive. These files are needed to boot up from the hard 

drive. 

At the B: prompt type ‘SYS B: A: ' and press ‘return’ 

If for any reason an error message says that the CONFIG.XXX files are not found and you know that they are 

on the disk use the ' COPY CON*.* A:' to copy them to the A: (hard) drive also copy the 'PORT*.DEV and the 

‘PPORT.DEV’ to the A: (hard) drive. 

A progress of the copy is displayed on screen. When completed  remove disk from the B: drive and power off 

your machine. Wait for 30 seconds and power on the machine. The computer will boot up from the hard drive. 

Run ‘CHKDSK’ to confirm all is well. 

 

Transplant successful……………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



           FAULT FINDERS

 
 



 



 



 



 

The above document is written and reproduced here on the understanding that it 

will NOT be posted on any other site without the express permission of the 

author. 

You can use the information contained within this document for your own needs 

that is the installation of a new or replacement hard drive in a computer either 

the ACT Sirius Technology or Victor 9000 only.  

Any violation of the above action will be taken to remove content from 

offending website. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


